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As you all read this another event will have passed, the 1st annual skills day. We are trying to move the
club ahead.  We started with update of our mission statement, then the ham radio project which resulted
in the skills fair and research into 501c3 status for the club. The 501c3 will be presented for your vote
to proceed at the March meeting so please come to hear the advantages and the costs to run.  The main
advantage, we can fund-raise and take donations that individuals and businesses may deduct from their
taxes. There are some costs and more paperwork to be done.  A lot of people and companies will donate
regardless but many will not unless  they can take a deduction for the gift.  I as a member of both clubs
spoke to the president of the GCARC to ask their board if there would be any interest in possibly
merging the clubs.  This was for information only and was not the official position of anyone other than
myself as a member. I unfortunately was unable to attend their business meeting .I had spoke to Bill
Pavella to see if there was any interest if there was no interest I would not propose anything and it
would have been the end of it. But there was interest in talking so Bill let me know at the FMARC
Board meeting.  We did talk a little about the advantages but there were no offers at all, Just that it may
be time to talk between the 2 clubs as there is a lot of duplicate costs.  It is your club and I try the best
for it.

73
Joseph Ryan

N3NAI
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F.M.A.R.C.  INFORMATION:

The Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club, Inc., is a
non-profit corporation of both Federal
Communication Commission and internationally
licensed radio operators who volunteer themselves
and their communications equipment in support of
emergency and community services.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

President, Joe Ryan
(239) 458-9721 N3NAI

Vice President, Mike Meehan
(239) 283-4026 KI4PTZ

Secretary, Susan Sherman
(239 772 4274) KI4ZXL

Treasurer, Norma Remson
(239) 543-5487 KI4JFN

Director, Len Foster
(239) 989-6186 VA3LGF

Director, Larry Zimmer
(239) 282 1526 W4LWZ

COMMITTEE CHAIR  PERSONS:

Larry Zimmer, W4LWZ, Education
John Sholtis, KI4JFO, Program
John Anderson, KE0TG, Membership
Edward Radke, K9GTZ, Greeter
Susan Sherman, KI4ZXL Social Activity
Jim Niccum, AF4YH, Public Relations
Joe Ryan, N3NAI, Scheduled Contests
Larry Zimmer, W4LWZ, Annual Hamfest
Don Marzonie, KF4PHB, Property Control
Bill Pavela, KD4VDS, Interference 
Larry Zimmer, W4LWZ, W4LX Trustee
Mike Branda, K4HN, VE Coordinator
David Penezic, WA4GUK, A.L.E.R.T.
Joyce Botchford, KJ4BEI, Mail Manager
Mike Meehan, KI4PZT, Webmaster
Rich Greenberg, N6LRT The Modulator
"Butch" Brown, KE4CB, The Swap Shop
The club’s web site can be found at:

http://www.fmarc.net
A list of local repeaters can be found at:

http://www.fmarc.net/local_repeaters.htm

A.L.E.R.T.
The All Lee Emergency Response Team
(A.L.E.R.T.) is looking for volunteer licensed
amateur operators.  We need volunteers to man the
shelters, hospitals, fire and police departments and
other critical facilities during and after severe
storms.  If you would like to provide a much needed
service to your community, Call Dave Penezic,
WA4GUK, R.A.C.E.S. Officer at:
Phone: (239) 368-2552   Email: wa4guk@arrl.net

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS:

REGULAR CLUB MEETING & PROGRAM:  
is the “last”  Tuesday of each month.  Membership, 
friends and interested persons meet at the Riverside
Community Center (3061 E Riverside Dr Fort
Myers, FL 33916  239-461-3788) at 7:15 PM for
reports from all Committee Chair Persons, 
announcements of present and future activity,  old
business issues,  any new business for the Club and
a program and/or speaker for the meeting.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  is the 2nd

Wednesday of each month at the Araba Shrine on
Hanson Street in Fort Myers at 7:30 PM.  The
purpose of this meeting is to discuss plans and
issues for the club.  Members are encouraged to
attend.

THE GULF COAST AREA REPEATER CLUB
membership also meets at the Riverside
Community Center (3061 E Riverside Dr Fort
Myers, FL 33916  239-461-3788).  The club’s board
of directors meet on the FIRST Thursday of “odd”
months at 7:30 PM for conducting business and
discussing issues for the club.  The regular meeting
of the membership and friends is on he FIRST
Thursday of “even”  months at 7:30 PM.

The  SWAP  SHOP gathering of Hams and
friends is on the 2nd & last Saturdays at noon at the
Club House area in Waterway Park Estates at 5820 
Poetry Lane in North Fort Myers.  Sell, Swap and
Bargain.

VOLUNTEER EXAMINERS  conduct testing for
Amateur Radio FCC License application
qualifications on the 2nd Thursday at 6:30 PM at the
Emergency Operations Center on Ortiz Avenue.
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The Modulator is a organization publication for the
purpose of informing members of  F.M.A.R.C.  
of educational and training opportunities, club
events, relevant news articles and a monthly
calendar of daily activities, meetings and dates.
All inquiries can be made to  F.M.A.R.C., Inc. at
P.O. Box  061183,  Fort Myers,  FL  33906

THE  MODULATOR  STAFF

It was determined at the March  Board  of  Directors 
meeting that the revised Staff for the  FMARC
monthly  newsletter,  “THE  MODULATOR”,  is 
now complete.

Editor & Publisher: Rich Greenberg, N6LRT.
(239)  543 1353,  1705 Coral  Way,  North Fort
M ye r s ,  F l o r i d a ,  3 3 9 1 7 ,   e - m a i l :
modulator@richgr.users.panix.com..

Reporter: Darrell Phillips, N4OKS, 1719 NW 21st 
Street, Cape Coral, FL, 33993.  (239) 282 1526,
e-mail: N4OKS@arrl.net, FAX: (239) 282 1536.

A second reporter slot is open.

Also, it was reconfirmed that the deadline for  news 
and articles is the 15th of the month to the Reporters. 

Modulator Submissions of articles and ads should
be sent as early as possible by email to
modu la to r@r ichgr .users .pan ix .com.  
IMPORTANT:   To avoid my spam trap, the
subject MUST start with [Modulator]  including the
square brackets or it may be missed.  Plain text is
preferred and please DON’T send all upper case. 
Call me at 239 543 1353 if you have any questions
or problems submitting an item.  Ads are free to
members and are accepted on a space available basis
and may be edited for clarity or space.

Every member of F.M.A.R.C.,  not just the
reporters, are invited to submit articles for the
Modulator.

FMARC "LUNCH BUNCH"

Buddy Freddy's
NW Corner of Bus 41 and Pine Island Rd

North Ft. Myers
Every Thursday, 11:30am

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet with fellow
Hams, share a meal and camaraderie.   Bring a
guest!  Bring a Friend!  Bring a Radio!  It's also a
great way to introduce individuals to the hobby who
may be interested in becoming a Ham.  See you
there!!
Questions?  Contact Social Activities Chairperson: 
S u s a n  S h e r m a n ,  K I 4 Z X L ,
smnp55@embarqmail.com or 239-772-4274.

February General Meeting Minutes
2/24/09

Call to order at 7:20 pm. Pledge of allegiance.  No
silent keys or illnesses reported.  Treasurer's report
given by Norma.  Visitors:  WD8PMB from Port
Charlotte.  Minutes from the January meeting
approved without changes.
Committee Reports:  
Education:  From W4LWZ Larry Zimmer- new tech
class in progress with 15 students.
VE Testing:  K4HN Mike Branda at last test session
there were four Techs, one General and one Extra
who passed.   Discussion about joining the Laurel
Group (group out of Maryland).  Joining this group
would cost the club $75.00 per year.  In return there
would be no fee for VE testing.  W4LX has already
applied and is accepted pending membership
approval.
A.L.E.R.T.:   Dave WA4GUK successful Skywarn
class.  Dave announced the federal government is
considering dropping RACES.  ARES would
continue.
Special Events:  Stella WB2FAU announced a very
successful week at Edison.  There were 1,120
contacts; 40 states, 15 countries.  The traffic desk
was also successful 32 messages were all
transmitted right from the traffic  desk manned by
Ed Radke K9GZT and Len Foster KJ4HZS.
Public Relations:  Jim Niccum AF4YH will put out
a media announcement two weeks before Skills
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Day.
Interference:  None
Lunch Bunch:  Ongoing with good attendance
OLD BUSINESS:
Skills Day:  Organizing is almost complete.  So far
eight skill stations will have a hot dog vendor on
site.
Ham Radio Promotion Project:  Elmers Group to get
started soon.  Looking for volunteers and especially
someone to lead the group.
NEW BUSINESS:  
501(c)3.  Joe discussed Board's consideration of
applying for federal status as a charitable, nonprofit
organization.  The benefits to the club include being
able to accept donations and provide a tax receipt to
the donor.  When sold, the money would do into the
club treasury.  It could also open the door to more
grants.  The cost to W4LX is about $150.  Motion
was made to set up a subcommittee to investigate
further.  Motion carried.  The following volunteered
to sit on the subcommittee:  VA3LGF, W4LWZ,
K4HN, N4OKS, K9GCF.
Business meeting concluded at 8:15 pm.
Presentation:   Leon Rediske K9GCF presented his
WI Club's experience with obtaining the 501(c)3
nonprofit status.

Board Meeting Minutes
March 11, 2009

Call to order at 7:35.  Attendance:  KI4ZXL,
VA3LGF, KI4PTZ, K9GZT, W4LWZ, KI4JFN,
KI4GED, AE4DP, N6LRT, KG4VDS, KD4JNP,
WB8UUJ and N3NAI.
Guest Visitor:  Former club member Bill McMorris,
KD4JNP, stopped by to say hello and donate a few
items to the club.  He will be moving soon to the
Ocala area.
Sick:  KI4BAH, Norm.
Treasurers Report:  Given by Norma.
Board members were provided with an itemized list
of last month's financials.  Will be transferring some
money into a short term CD.
Committee Update:  John has resigned as program
chair.  So we need to recruit a replacement.
Club Historian is still vacant and needs to be filled. 
There are multiple boxes of old papers in the club
house that need to be sorted and archived,

preferably digitally.  
Dues for 2010:  Lengthy discussion held about
increasing dues to $15.00 or $20.00.  Overall club
expenses have increased just as general prices in the
economy have increased.  Club dues have not
increased in many years to offset inflationary effects
on the club.  The Modulator is the club's largest
expenditure and current club dues no longer cover
the printing and mailing.  Hamfest did very well this
year but can not be counted on as a predictable
source of income.  Board members agreed to
continue this discussion at the April board meeting. 
Joe will provide more detailed information about
Modulator expenses.
Modulator:  General membership will need to
decide if we should continue the current method of
publication or change to an
electronic version.  This issue will be discussed
further in conjunction with dues issue at the next
Board Meeting.  
501 (c) (3):   This is a critical issue that the
membership needs to vote on.  W4LWZ moved
that: "the 501 (c) (3) subcommittee members do a
presentation at the March membership meeting
about the pros and cons of a 501 (c) (3), and ask the
members for authorization to move forward with the
application process."  Motion seconded by KI4PTZ,
approved unanimously. 
Miscellaneous:  Joe had asked Bill KD4VDS, to ask
the Gulf Coast Area Repeater Club's Board of
Directors with the idea that the FMARC and the
Gulf Coast Area Repeater Club merge.  Bill said the
Repeater Club board requested an itemized list of
advantages to merge.  Joe said he would draft this
for Bill to take back.
Skills Day:  Update given by KI4ZXL
Meeting adjourned 9:17 pm.

World Radio on the Web

For those who are unaware, World radio magazine
is now available free online.  They are no longer
publishing a hard copy.  To access go to the CQ
M a g a z i n e  w e b s i t e :
http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com.  Click on the
World Radio Online box.
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Antique Tube
Info supplied by Bob Enemark W1EC

The picture shows a General Electric 6C21
modulator tube that is a brute for its size.  It probably
had much use in radar sets, and was invented by
Machlett Labs.  Could this modulator be adopted by
“The Modulator”?
The tube is 12½ inches high by 5 inches in diameter
with these specs:
Max Plate voltage: 30,000.  Max plate current: 15
amps peak pulse.  This is a max of ½ megawatt per
pulse at an average dissipation of 300 watts. 
Filament supply: 8.2 volts at 16.5 amps (135 watts
filament).  The glass envelope is rugged, being quite
thick for glass tubes of this size.

6C21

Field Day

Start thinking mark your calendar it comes up fast
We had a good event last year lets do it again this yr
June 27 and 28. 

SK

HORACE F CARTER, K3KT s/k
5634 FOX LAKE DR
NORTH FORT MYERS, FL 33917

he had passed away the end of June 08 this year.
Although Horace was in his90's, the Warminster
club is very saddened by this. Horace was a
founding member of the Warminster ARC and a
member of FMARC in Fort Myers Fl 

www.k3dn.org/

SK

John Kanzius, K3TUP
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2009/02/19/10657/

Committee Vacancies

We are looking for a new Chairperson for the
Program Committee.  John, KI4JFO, has done a
terrific job with getting monthly speakers. 
However, he has stepped down for personal reasons. 
 FMARC strives to provide a monthly speaker on a
wide variety of topics.  So we need a new
Chairperson who will coordinate this.
Also the position of Club Historian remains vacant. 
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer
for either position, contact Joe Ryan, N3NAI.

501 (C) 3

FMARC members will have another opportunity to
learn more about this very important topic at the
March meeting.  Last month Leon, K9GCF, gave a
very nice presentation on the 501 (c) 3 and how it
has benefitted his club in Wisconsin.  The
membership voted to form a subcommittee to look
into it further.  Your subcommittee will present the
advantages and disadvantages of the 501 (c) 3 costs
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and process for the club.  Plan to attend the March
meeting.  To move forward, the general membership
must authorize it through a vote.

40meters

The broadcasters have moved and there are new
allocations for hams in USA.  See the April issue of
QST page 60 or the back cover of this issue.

Amateur Radio College Scholarships

The Foundation for Amateur Radio administers 65+
scholarships sponsored by 28 amateur radio clubs,
organizations and private individuals.  The
Foundation administers these scholarships without
cost to the applicants or sponsors.

Scholarships are open to all licensed amateurs who
are pursuing a full-time course of studies beyond
high school and are enrolled in or have been accepted
for enrollment at an accredited university, college or
technical school. The awards range from $500 to
$2500 with preference given in some cases to
residents of specified geographical areas or in pursuit
of certain study programs. See the details at
http://www.amateurradio-far.org/scholars.htm

You Might be Addicted to Ham Radio if:
Submitted by Edward Radke

Part 2 of 3

24. Every family vacation includes a stop at a Ham 
radio store.

25. The first question you ask the new car dealer is: 
"What is the alternator's current output"?

26. You buy a brand new car based on the radio 
mounting locations and antenna mounting
possibilities.

27. You have tapped out Morse code on your car's 
horn.

28. A lightning storm takes out a new Laptop, 
Plasma TV, and DVD Recorder, but all you care
about is if your radios are okay.

29. Your wife has had to ride in the back seat 
because you had radio equipment in the front
seat.

30. Your wife was excited when you were talking 
about achieving that critical angle, but very
disappointed when you finally did.

31. During a love making session with your wife, 
you stop to answer a call on the radio.

32. Your wife threatens you with divorce when you 
tell her that you are going on a "fox" hunt.

33. Talking about male and female connectors 
makes you feel excited.

34. You dream of big, comfortable, knobs, but not 
on women.

35. You always park on the top floor of the deck, 
just in case you might have to wait in the car
later.

36. When house hunting, you look for the best room
for a radio shack and scan the property for
possible tower placement.

37. When house hunting, you give your realtor 
topographical maps showing local elevations.

38. The real estate agent scratches his head when 
you ask if the soil conductivity is high, medium,
or low.

To be concluded in next issue.

Manufacture of tubes

There are 2 Utube videos showing history and
manufacture of vacuum tubes that you may be
interested in seeing:

Part1:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCksgN7kiv4

Part 2:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J61hHMjxzC4
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