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In the following month there will be several important elections,  the presidential and the Clubs.  I will
not tell you whom to vote for, But please Vote.

The swap shop clean up went well there is more to do but Don can actually walk into the lockup room.
Please ask an officer before dropping things at the swap shop.  We have to get rid of a lot of items , we
appreciate donations but some items we cannot take. We will accept donations for the club table at the
Hamfest as well as consignments.

There will be a new membership page in the modulator.  Please fill it out so that we have complete
information on the members .

Thanks                      
Joseph Ryan N3NAI
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F.M.A.R.C.  INFORMATION:

The Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club, Inc., is a
non-profit corporation of both Federal
Communication Commission and internationally
licensed radio operators who volunteer themselves
and their communications equipment in support of
emergency and community services

PRESIDENT, JOE RYAN
(239) 458-9721 N3NAI

VICE PRESIDENT, MIKE MEEHAN
(239) 283-4026 KI4PTZ

SECRETARY, G. E. SAMMONS
(239) 936-1431 WA4DQE

TREASURER, NORMA REMSON
(239) 543-5487 KI4JFN

DIRECTOR, LEN FOSTER
(239) 989-6186 VA3LGF

DIRECTOR, DON MARZONIE
(239) 542-7274 KF4PHB

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Joe Ryan, N3NAI, Presiding President
Mike Meehan, KI4PTZ, Vice President
G. E. Sammons, WA4DQE, Secretary
Norma Remson, KI4JFN, Treasurer
Len Foster, VA3LGF, Director
Don Marzonie, KF4PHB, Director

COMMITTEE CHAIR  PERSONS:

Larry Zimmer, W4LWZ, Education
John Sholtis, KI4JFO, Program
John Anderson, KE0TG, Membership
Edward Radke, K9GTZ, Greeter
Open Social Activity
Jim Niccum, AF4YH, Public Relations
Joe Ryan, N3NAI, Scheduled Contests
Larry Zimmer, W4LWZ, Annual Hamfest
Don Marzonie, KF4PHB, Property Control
Bill Pavela, KD4VDS, Interference 
Larry Zimmer, W4LWZ, W4LX Trustee
Mike Branda, K4HN, VE Coordinator
David Penezic, WA4GUK, A.L.E.R.T.
Joyce Botchford, KJ4BEI, Mail Manager
Mike Meehan, KI4PZT, Webmaster
Rich Greenberg, N6LRT The Modulator
"Butch" Brown, KE4CB, The Swap Shop

The club’s web site can be found at:
http://www.fmarc.net

A list of local repeaters can be found at:
http://www.fmarc.net/local_repeaters.htm

A.L.E.R.T.
The All Lee Emergency Response Team
(A.L.E.R.T.) is looking for volunteer licensed
amateur operators.  We need volunteers to man the
shelters, hospitals, fire and police departments and
other critical facilities during and after severe
storms.  If you would like to provide a much needed
service to your community, Call Dave Penezic,
WA4GUK, R.A.C.E.S. Officer at:
Phone: (239) 368-2552   Email: wa4guk@arrl.net

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  is the 2nd

Wednesday of each month at the Araba Shrine on
Hanson Street in Fort Myers at 7:30 PM.  The
purpose of this meeting is to discuss plans and
issues for the club.  Members are encouraged to
attend.

REGULAR CLUB MEETING & PROGRAM:
is the “last”  Tuesday of each month.  Membership,
friends and interested persons meet at the Riverside
Community Center (3061 E Riverside Dr Fort
Myers, FL 33916  239-461-3788) at 7:15 PM for
reports from all Committee Chair Persons,
announcements of present and future activity,  old
business issues,  any new business for the Club and
a program and/or speaker for the meeting.

THE GULF COAST AREA REPEATER CLUB
membership also meets at the Riverside
Community Center (3061 E Riverside Dr Fort
Myers, FL 33916  239-461-3788).  The club’s board
of directors meet on the FIRST Thursday of “odd”
months at 7:30 PM for conducting business and
discussing issues for the club.  The regular meeting
of the membership and friends is on he FIRST
Thursday of “even”  months at 7:30 PM.

The  SWAP  SHOP gathering of Hams and
friends is on the 2nd & last Saturdays at noon at the
Club House area in Waterway Park Estates at 5820
Poetry Lane in North Fort Myers.  Sell, Swap and
Bargain.

VOLUNTEER EXAMINERS  conduct testing for
Amateur Radio FCC License application
qualifications on the 2nd Thursday at 6:30 PM at the
Emergency Operations Center on Ortiz Avenue.
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The Modulator is a organization publication for the
purpose of informing members of  F.M.A.R.C.  
of educational and training opportunities, club
events, relevant news articles and a monthly
calendar of daily activities, meetings and dates.
All inquiries can be made to  F.M.A.R.C., Inc. at
P.O. Box  061183,  Fort Myers,  FL  33906

THE  MODULATOR  STAFF

It was determined at the March  Board  of  Directors
meeting that the revised Staff for the  FMARC
monthly  newsletter,  “THE  MODULATOR”,  is
now complete.

Editor & Publisher: Rich Greenberg, N6LRT.
(239)  543 1353,  1705 Coral  Way,  North Fort
M ye r s ,  F l o r i d a ,  3 3 9 1 7 ,   e - m a i l :
modulator@richgr.users.panix.com..

Reporter:  Len Foster, VA3LGF, 2221 NE 4th
Place,  Cape Coral, FL 33909. (239) 989 6186,
e-mail: lfos42@hotmail.com

Reporter: Darrell Phillips, N4OKS, 1719 NW 21st
Street, Cape Coral, FL, 33993.  (239) 282 1526,
e-mail: N4OKS@arrl.net, FAX: (239) 282 1536.

Also, it was reconfirmed that the deadline for  news
and articles is the 15th of the month to the Reporters.

Modulator Submissions of articles and ads should
be sent as early as possible by email to
mo d u l a t o r @ r i c h g r . u s e r s . p a n i x . c o m.
IMPORTANT:   To avoid my spam trap, the
subject MUST start with [Modulator]  including the
square brackets or it may be missed.  Plain text is
preferred and please DON’T send all upper case.
Call me at 239 543 1353 if you have any questions
or problems submitting an item.  Ads are free to
members and are accepted on a space available basis
and may be edited for clarity or space.

Every member of F.M.A.R.C.,  not just the
reporters, are invited to submit articles for the
Modulator.

9/30 General meeting minutes

Meeting opened 7:20.  Pledge to the flag.  Sk
W3BVM  sick list Mary Tomlinson NV4Z.  Test
session 7 new hams 5 of Larry's class Passed.
Flyer's for Hamfest out, first Hamfest meeting after
board meeting in Oct.  Dave reports that badges will
be at the next in person meeting at the EOC, and the
simulated. emergency event will not be done this
time, we activated for a hurricane but we will do a
exercise soon.
The digital is set up at the EOC, and APRS is
working at Lee memorial but it needs a UPS.  Susan
Foster is helping plan the Christmas party on our reg
meeting day in December.  She is checking Sam
Seltzers and other restaurants.  Paul W1RP won the
440 ht door prize for people who worked the Field
day event in June.  Larry W4LWZ is heading the
nominating committee, all position but 1 director is
up this year GE is not running.  Don KF4PHB is the
ham of yr committee so get your nominations in.
$24 for club from 50-50.  Program on propagation
software by John KI4LTX.  Adjourned 8:40

By N3NAI for Sec.

10/8 Board meeting

Attended by: WA4DQU KI4PTZ N3NAI KI4JFO
KF4PHB  KI4JFN KI4GED VE3LGF AE4DP
KI4MGE KI4NGF N4OKS W4LWZ KI4ZXL
N6LRT W9LBY KG4VDS WF4LS KI4MQM.
Opened at 7:25.  Norma gave the treasurers report
and now has the books. Chuck started a discussion
on why there is a board meeting separate of the
membership meeting, GE replied over 20 yrs that it
is set by the bylaws.  Chuck Lane KI4MGE “cannot
understand the secret board meeting takes place and
that the board makes decisions and not the
membership at the general meeting”.  For
clarification to him the board meeting takes place
the 2nd wed of the month at 7:30 pm at the Aruba
shrine as advertised to anyone to come and place
items on the agenda.  (There have been several
times the meeting has been canceled or moved for
lack of a quorum).  No one has come forward to
chair the veterans day,  Don inquired at Cape Coral
about the monument on Vets Parkway nothing is
planed there, Chuck mentioned the Edison Mall.
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We are going to set up a Ham skills day at
Waterway park, after the Hamfest.  We want to set
up and demonstrate and teach various related skills,
volunteers will be needed.  Len followed his
recommendations for the future of club and a
mission statement.  Darrell has some ideas and
notes.  They will get together, and all on the board
were asked to put their ideas down on paper.  All
members are asked to fill out the new membership
and bio page.  Voted to renew SWFTN.net domain
name and find who is web master.  President
adjourned and yielded meeting to Hamfest
committee.

Submitted by N3NAI for sec.

Last minute addition:  LORNA BROWN KB7GAT
is ill.

2008 FMARC Annual Christmas
Dinner and Installation of Officers

When: Tuesday, December 30, 2008 (Usual club
meeting night)

Time: 6 pm
Place: Sam Seltzer's Steakhouse

12634 S. Cleveland Ave
Ft. Myers  33907
239-277-7261

In the Clarion Hotel on Hwy 41 just north of
College Avenue.

At the next club meeting, club members will have
the opportunity to decide if we will have an open
menu or a set menu.  "Open Menu" means everyone
will order from the restaurant menu.  The "set
menu" would be $19.99 plus tax and tip with a
choice of prime rib, Chicken Alfredo, Steak Tuscan
or crab cakes and coconut shrimp and would include
dinner rolls, salad, vegetable of the day, dessert and
a nonalcoholic beverage with unlimited refills.

You can look at the menu by visiting
http://www.samseltzers.com/main.html. 

RSVP to Susan Sherman, KI4ZXL, 239-772-4274,
smnp55@embarqmail.com, or see me at the
meetings.  Deadline for RSVP is December 23rd.

HAM SKILLS DAY

This is an open invitation to all hams to share their
knowledge with others at FMARC 1st Annual Ham
Skills Day.  The date is to be determined but will
take place after Hamfest. The purpose of the skills
day is to give new and experienced hams the
opportunity to refresh skills or learn a new skill.
The idea is to share the wealth of knowledge that
abounds within the club membership.

We are looking for Ham's that have expertise in
APRS, PSK31, SOLDERING, PACKET,
ANTENNA PRINCIPLES and any other areas of
amateur radio you would like to share with others.
Bring software to share and maybe install on
someone's computer and maybe we can have a
demonstration of how it works also.  Power and
shade will be provided.  

If any one is interested please contact Len Foster
VA3LGF at lfos42@hotmail.com.  

2009  FMARC  HAMFEST  EVENT

It's not Thanksgiving, yet, and Christmas is just a bit
afar off - BUT - the real biggie with our Club is the
forthcoming ARRL  SOUTH  FLORIDA SECTION
CONVENTION.  This means we will have our
Section Leadership present: Sherri Brower W4STB
and Jeff Beals WA4AW, and as yet unnamed
representative from ARRL Headquarters. Hosting
this convention is a 1st for us.  The real challenge is
that we recognize the magnitude of what can happen
for Amateur Radio and our Club. We are planning
a vastly expanded number of Forums, a listing of
which will be posted on our web-site in the near
future.  We will have a DXCC card checker present.
Vendor invitations have been sent out to over 200
recipients and we look for a good response.

A brightly designed flyer has been distributed at
Hamfests through south Florida.  A great deal of
work has already been done but there is still more to
do.  We need members who are going to Hamfests
to take flyers with them for distribution tables.
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Your Hamfest Committee needs people to work on
Forums and Publicity efforts.  Please contact the
Chairman, Larry Zimmer, W4LWZ, (239) 282 1526
or e-mail W4LWZ@arrl.net. Please help your Club
in its primary fund raising activity of the year. 

ALL LEE EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM
members  are  urgently  requested  to  meet  at  the
Lee County Emergency Operations building on
Ortiz Avenue, Wed. evening, Nov. 19th, to have a
name badge made for their I.D. as an authorized
Emergency Amateur Radio Operator.

David Penezic, WA4GUK

ALL FMARC MEMBERS  are encouraged to
consider their donation of a item for the Hamfest
Table as a contribution to their Club.  Also,
consignment items will be accepted for a 10%
arrangement sale.  Remember, the 2009 HAMFEST
is a 1st of its kind in South Florida.

Pres. Joe Ryan,  N3NAI.

Letter to the Editor:

Date: Tue, 30 Sep 2008 09:01:49 -0400
From: "David Fox" <dafoxfl@gmail.com>
To: modulator@richgr.users.panix.com
Subject: A letter from a former FMARC member

Hello Rich,

Your call does not look familiar so you must have
come on the Fort Myers ham scene after we moved
away in November 1997. My call while in Fort
Myers was KA8CXQ until I upgraded to KQ4HY
(then again to NN4DF in 2000). When I noticed
Earl K4FQU's call was not listed for a couple
months in QST in the traffic handlers section, I
started thinking that something must have
happened. Then came the SK notice this month. I
went back a read the last couple Modulators on-line
and found that he passed away in June.

Earl and Merry were good friends to my wife and I.
Earl helped me get my first job in Fort Myers after
moving there in 1980. At that time, I was the
youngest ham in the club - by about 30 years! Earl
was a good Elmer and we worked together on many

aspects of ham radio including the newsletter, traffic
handling, special events, FD, club meetings, and just
getting the ham gang together for pie and coffee. My
wife Mary Ann and I have fond memories as
newlyweds of good times with K4FQU, W3JI,
K4OVC, KF4JA, WD9AEP, K9ALX., WD4MTC,
KI4ZW, and WB2OUK (now WA4AW) and many
others.

Most of what I consider to be "The Old Guard" of
the club have passed on (all those italic calls of past
Ham of the Year recipients and many others) but I'm
glad to read that the directors are thinking about the
future of the club and how to keep it sustainable.
New active blood will always be the key, no matter
where it comes from. As Edison said, millions of
people will find out about Fort Myers and, by the
looks of the roster, many hams from across America
have discovered it, too. While migration may keep
new members coming, engaging students will
increase our ranks in a more vital way for many
more years. Is there a student station at FGCU or
Edison? I was instrumental in getting a station
installed at Lee Middle School - anything happening
there to encourage students?

Please send my greetings to those who may
remember "King Albert 8 C-X-Q".  They may be
interested to know that "Prince Albert" (my son
Darrel) is now 20 years old and daughter Amy is 17.
Wow, how time flies! Feel free to publish any or all
of this in the Modulator along with my email
address.

73,
Dave NN4DF
Gainesville, FL
dafoxfl@gmail.com

(Editors Note: Feel free to respond to David,
especially if you recall him.)

For Sale:

Carrying case for 14" screen laptop.  Extra room for
accessories and a weekends cloths.  See photos at
http://www.panix.com/~richgr/case.jpg  $15  Rich
239 543 1353 



Page 6 The Modulator October, 2008

Send your selection to Don Marzonie at 1303 SE 34th Street,  Cape Coral,
Fl  33904 not later than November 10, 2008.

“HAM of the year AWARD”

Please fill out the form below and nominate your choice for HAM OF THE YEAR
award.  The winner will be chosen from these nominations by a committee composed
of past recipients,  and the award will be presented at the annual “Christmas Party” in
December.

I nominate                                                                                                                      
For the HAM of the year AWARD because: (Use additional pages if necessary)           

Past recipients of the “HAM of the year AWARD” are:

W4MPV ‘82 K4OVC ‘83 KF4JA ‘84 KA8CXQ ‘85 WD9AHP ‘86 K9ALX ‘87

W4PSV ‘88 WA4EIC ‘89 K4FQU ‘90 AC4VW ‘91 KC4GOA ‘92 KI4ZW ‘93

K3KT ‘94 WA4DQE ‘95 KQ4TR ‘96 N8EL ‘97 W3JI ‘98 WB8REJ ‘99

KA4FZI ‘00 KA4YHP ‘01 KC4UCN ‘02 W4PPG ‘03 W4LWZ ‘04 W4KET ‘05

WA4GUK‘06 KF4PHB ‘07

As the most recent recipient, KF4PHB is the chairman with as many of the earlier recipients who wish
to be on it forming the rest of the committee.  Calls in italics are silent keys.  Nominees should be
chosen on the merits of the individual with regard to their contribution to amateur radio,  FMARC and
the community.  Since this is a one time award,  no past recipient can be considered.
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